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in the treatment of V.A. Koptyug are described. It is demonstrated that
V.A. Koptyug’s relentless activity aimed at development and promotion
of the concept of sustainable development has had a marked influence
on the modern search for the Russian path to the future.
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The Sustainable Development Concept:
The Contribution of Academician V.A. Koptyug

... People are like shadows, but their deeds are like rocks.
Academician G.M. Krzyzanowski

This article discusses the contribution of Academician V.A. Koptyug to
development and promotion of the sustainable development concept.
Formation of the sustainable development concept and its key points in
the treatment of V.A. Koptyug are described. It is demonstrated that V.A.
Koptyug gave animportant role to the moral component of the sustainable
development concept and that his environmental ethics theory is based
on the teachings of V.I. Vernadsky. V.A. Koptyug’s position in the question
regarding the possibility and need for sustainable development in the
globalizing world is outlined. His views on the importance of social order
for the implementation of the concept of sustainable development
and his belief that this concept is socialist in essence are analyzed. It is
demonstrated thatV.A. Koptyug’s relentless activity aimed at development
and promotion of the concept of sustainable development has had
a marked influence on the modern search for the Russian path to the
future.
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The concept of sustainable development was developed in the process of
realizing the causes and working out the measures to resolve the global
environmental crisis under the auspices of the UN and international non-
governmental organizations (primarily the Club of Rome). An important
contribution to examining the issues related to concretization of the
sustainable development concept and its implementation in the practice
of social life, both at the international level and especially in Russia, was
made by Academician Valentin A. Koptyug (1931-1997). V.A. Koptyug
was a world-renowned chemist, President of the International Union
of Chemists (1988), Chairman of the Siberian Branch of the Academy of
Sciences of the USSR, and later of the Russian Academy of Sciences (since
1980), and member of the Advisory Council on Sustainable Development
under the UN Secretary-General (since 1993). He is also well-known as a
social activist and member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Russian Federation.

Since the late 1980s, V.A. Koptyug set a priority before the Siberian Branch
of the Academy of Sciences that he headed to study and develop the
methodology for addressing environmental problems in the Siberian
regions. He also maintained that studying and finding solutions to
environmental problems were priority tasks for the Academy of Sciences
(ref.: [1], [2]). In Siberia in the 1980s, academic institutions and laboratories,
largely owing to the motivating activity of the Chairman of the Siberian
Branch of the Academy of Sciences, conducted research on sources of
emissions and pollution of rivers, cities, industrial and energy facilities, and
developed a unified regional environmental monitoring system [3]. Special
attention was given to research and protection measures for the unique
ecosystem of Lake Baikal [4]. Academician Koptyug not only provided
the overall guidance to conducting research and developing measures
to address environmental problems, but was also directly involved in it
(ref,, e.g., [5]). In this way, in the 1990s - the time of particular significance
for forming the sustainable development concept and approving it
as a long-term Program of Action of the international community and
national governments recognized by the UN - V.A. Koptyug was ready to
contribute to the implementation of this historically significant project. By
this time he was not only a public figure, a major science organizer, and an
outstanding chemist, but also, which is very important, a very competent
expert in the field of ecology.






